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In this issue 
We preserve our earlier SJ/Hermitage history that appeared in the Tucson Daily Star on May 30, 2004.  

Author Tom Beal and photographer Ron Medvescek. The focus is on community. Super thanks to Kai for his 
significant effort scanning the old, wrinkled, yellowed newspaper pages. 

David Omick’s unique approach 

The first Hermitage 

Before MTE brought phone service 





  











Month 

2026 

Narrows 

A Wilkinson 

Clayworks 

Barbara Clark 

 N Cascabel 

 Daniel Baker  

  April 1.03 0.06 0.05 

  May 0.23 0.15 0.14 

  June 0.79 0.17 0.13 

  July 3.84 2.02 2.89 

  Aug  2.11 2.04 1.96 

   Sept 2.47 3.24 3.01 

Total ‘26 ytd 12.82 10.09 10.52 

Total ‘25 10.35 10.13 12.10 

Commentary on Community 
By Anna Lands 
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In Wendell Berry's essay on "The Work of Local Culture", he explores why and how small rural communities 

change; what has been gained, and what has been lost; what is the 'cost-benefit ratio'? I have been thinking 

about this too: how and why Cascabel has changed, what is the same since we first met in 1974, and how 

have we gained or lost with the changes, and what would we want to retain or restore?   

In 1974 there was electricity.  The pavement ended after the turn in Pomerene (although the Tres Alamos 

bridge was there) so it was a two hours' drive from there to "here".  There were no telephones so a few people 

had radio-phones.  Folks would put up brush caution-barriers at the washes.  I was advised to keep in my 

car: food, flashlight, book, 6-pack of beer to share, shovel.  Visiting sometimes went on for hours waiting 

for the waters to recede.  This last part remains, although there is less rain these days.  

With telephones in the early 90's, computers followed, making remote work possible and influencing how 

and when neighbors would visit. Pima County bought land, then sold it to a real estate developer, opening 

up Hot Springs Canyon to 4+ acre parcels...and a new population.   Maria Araiza Troutner, who moved to 

Tucson recently, is the last of the people who had farmed when this was still Mexico and who still lived 

here.  Ramon Gamez told me that neighbors used to gather where 3 Links meets Cascabel Road, play music 

and dance and visit, lighting the dance floor with their truck lights.  Members of the old families now live in 

town or have moved away.   Maybe the only thing that is constant is change. 

All of us choose to live here.  Our reasons may vary, but it seems to me that some of what we have in com-

mon are our appreciation of privacy, of quiet, of dark night skies, of being more a part of Nature than would 

be possible in a less remote area, and the ease with which we can participate in Community. 

Being in and of Cascabel, what do we choose to nourish.. and how?   

Even the UPS driver stops if I've pulled over on the road.  One time I stopped for a neighbor whose very mod-

ern car had a tire I could not change.  A contractor with SunZia stopped, changed the tire, and we all got 

home - with gratitude.    A car was broken down near Hot Springs Wash. The driver was astounded that a 

woman alone would stop to offer help to a man.  "That's what we do," she said.  And that IS what we do. We 

do it in different ways - all part of the gift of living in a remote place, with purpose and with appreciation for 

one another...no matter what. 



Our newest advertiser! Beautiful 4th St. store. 

PO Box 544 Mammoth AZ 85618 

  https://lowersanpedro.org 

 

Saturday 

 October 24 

9:00am – 2:00pm  

Cascabel 

Community Center 

Got your beans??? 

 

 

    Combat deployment 9/28 and 

 Ariana promote to 

Sgt Luca De Gregorio USMC 

Sgt Ariana De Gregorio USSF 
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